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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A; Isaiah 11:1-10, Rom. 15:4-9, Matt 3:1-12 
 
This season of Advent has a lot of imperatives, a lot of commands and a lot we 
can benefit from. The focus of last week was the theme, “Come let us walk…” This 
week we have, “prepare the way…” It is of upmost necessity that we pay 
attention to these commands if we are to get the results expected of us as 
Christians at the end of this special season of grace. The second coming of Jesus 
Christ is not a fake news, it is as certain as my hands, your hands, and the break 
of the day. Today’s Readings give us a glimpse of how life with Christ will be like 
and invite us to hope for Jesus’ coming and to begin now living a life that looks 
forward to the life of heaven.  
 

The prophecy of Isaiah in the first reading tells us of a stump of Jesse who is 
coming into the world to restores absolute peace. He clearly foresaw the day of 
Christ and called the people to prepare for it. This prophecy points to the coming 
of the messiah Jesus Christ who will come to restore and reconcile us to God. 
Endowed with the fullness of the Spirit and possessing a deep personal intimacy 
with God, he will institute true justice in the land, the poor will have relief from 
oppression. At his coming, all creatures shall dwell in peace. The people were to 
embrace the life of harmony, justice, and fear of the Lord as they waited for that 
day. The reading also gives us the mission of this descendant of David, namely, to 
bring justice and peace to a troubled world. The psalmist confirms this mission 
when he says: “In his days shall justice flourish and great peace forever”.  
 
Paul in the second reading gave a hint on that togetherness where all will live 
harmoniously with one another. Christ's coming at Christmas is to restores peace, 
unity, and harmony to our broken world in need of redemption. The faithful are 
to look up to that great hope and treasure it with all sincerity of hearts. His 
coming is to save all humanity. Paul draws our focus to the important fruit of 
conversion, namely, living in harmony with others. He reminds the community of 
Rome that amidst their differences they must accept and tolerate one another, 
being conscious of the fact that no one is worthy of the Messiah, and that God 
has reached out beyond Israel to include them in the community of God.  
 

The Gospel reading tells how we are to prepare for the coming of the Messenger 
of justice and peace. We are presented with John the Baptist, the one whose 
mission it was to call people to prepare themselves for the coming of the Messiah. 
John the Baptist re-echoes the message of Paul in the second reading of last 
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Sunday: It is time to cast off the works of darkness; it is time to repent; it is time 
to change. John nevertheless takes a step further to sound a strong note of 
warning as to what will become of us if we fail to heed the call to repentance. To 
prepare himself for this task, he went to the wilderness, he went away from the 
crowd to live an ascetic life. To prepare ourselves for the Lord’s coming, we must 
deliberately take upon ourselves acts of self-denial, have increased moments in 
the presence of the Lord and less of engagements with too worldly things that 
undermine the divine presence. Repentance and conversion are very important, 
though it is not simply a matter of avoiding sin, it is also and more importantly a 
matter of bearing fruits. We need to do away with sin and every unrighteousness 
and dwell in unity with one another.  
 

The effect of sin creates mountains and valleys on our path to heaven and render 
our struggles to repentance more strenuous, nonetheless, everyone still living, it 
is not too late to repent because our God is loving and merciful to forgive, but 
there is no repentance in the grave. The voice of John the Baptist is calling out to 
us to prepare the way of the Lord and make his paths straight. Though many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees came to be baptized but John noticed a show of 
ancestral pride. John told them to bear fruits themselves and not presume they 
have Abraham as their father. They claim to know Abraham but end up not doing 
what Abraham did. Jesus answers them: “If God were your father, you would love 
me, since I have my origin in God and have come from him; I did not come of my 
own accord, but he sent me,” John 8:42. Christian living is not like the changing of 
clothes we wear, rather it is about changing the way of our life. We must become 
another John the Baptist, be the voice of God and let his word pass through us. 
Too often, when we hear the word “repent,” our mind goes mostly to the sins or 
bad things we do and we forget that on the Day of Judgment, God will judge us 
as well for the good we refused to do. We should ask ourselves daily, why am I in 
this planet? What kind of fruits am I bearing? What impact is my life making in 
this world? Am I worth gathering into a barn or am I just a chaff good for nothing 
but for fire? How well do I make use of my talents and how do I improve the lives 
of others for good? 
 
Dear friends, the Church admonishes us today to un-tattoo our heart and do away 
with sin and to walk in the way of holiness and righteousness. To enjoy the 
dividends of Christmas, we need to appreciate the sacrament of reconciliation so 
that we can experience the peace and joy of Christ.  
 


